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Beecham did what few conductors had rnanaged: he let musicians play their own way

THE MYSTIQ

-

SIR THOMAS BEECHAM
A CENTENARY TRIBUTE
BY ALAN JEFFERSON
Musson, 256 pages, $20.95

A MINGLED CHIME
LEAVES
FROM AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY
BY SIR THOMAS BEECHAM
tusson, 272 papes, $18.95

REVIEWED BY JOHN RAYMOND

Those who study the art of leadership
might well ponder the job of the con-
ductor. Lacking an instrument of his
own, passessing only a short wand with
which to weave his magic, confronted
with some 100 individuals of artistic
temperament and distinct opinions, he
yel contrives to work his will so that,
whatever the piece being played, it
goes is way.

Orchestral musicians can always be
found to tell you that it doesn't matter
what the conductor does: they make
the music and his contribution is mini-
mal. But this fails to explain why an
erchestra sounds different under dif-
ferent conductors. Nor does it account
for the unique results achieved by
those comparatively few conductors
who merit the accolade “great.”

- Sir Thomas Beecham was a great
conductor. That is why the 100th anni-
versary of his birth is being celebrated
this year with a spate of tributes, pro-
grams, reissued recordings and books,
His activities as a sp'endid example of
that exotic species, the English eccen-
tric, provide a footnote of light relief to

. this central fact, while his role as a

pivotal figure in Eugland's musical
scene for half a century as impresario,
manager, and creator and maintainer
of orchestras is of merely peripheral
interest, especially to those outside
that country.

Beecham’s abilities on the podium
bave been amply documented not only
by the evidence of recordings (which
are not always an accurate reflection
of the concert hall), but also by the
published testimony of musicians who
played under him. The scores from
which he worked are available with his
copious markings and, for those not
able to gain access to these or evaluate
them, Denis Vaughan, his assistant for
a number of years, has provided
comment.

- Certainly the magnificent results
Beecham so often achieved in the con-
cert hall and on records are not won
without leadership of a superior Kind.
Yet, as may be heard on a recording,
be would joke his way through rehears-
als — shocking musicians used to a
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different kind of leader. Jack Brymer,
for many years his principal clarinet-
ist, has written that a rehearsal oflen
ended with the players having very lit-
tle idea of what he wanted at the con-
cerl. Nevertheless, it is apparent that
whatever function Beecham's urbane,
eminently civilized wit served off the
podium, at rehearsals it was consum-
mately employed to contribute to an
atmosphere in which the musicians
could be inspired to give their very
best.

Between rehearsal amd  concert,
Brymer says. Beecham would pains-
takingly mark each player's score,
indicating the effects he desired. Even
then, according to Steven Staryk, a
former concertmaster with the Royal
Philharmonic, he did not always lollow
his own markings at the actual con-
cert. In short, he trusted his players to
be thoroughiy professional and on their
toes to the demands of the moment,
They, in turn, responded by playing
their hearts out, content because
“Tommy just let us play.” Or, as the
great oboist, Leon Goosens, observed:
“He made you feel you were doing the
whole thing yourself.”

At his frequent best, Beecham, a
master of phrasing, brought out the
charm, warmth, beauty and sheer joy-
fuiness of music to an unsurpassed
degree. He communicated love, which,
after all, is what music is about, and he
imparted a sense of occasion to almost
everything he touched. This is conduct-

Eecham in 1910: he contrived to work his will so the music was always his own
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ing genius of the highest order, and it is
this thal makes his centenary worthy
of celebration wherever music is
played.

Jefferson, whose book is largely
biographical, declares he has *sought
the essence of the man from his back-
ground and his work.” But it is the
essence of Beecham that he has
missed. - Management activities and
musical politics (including a great deal
about money) are to the fore, while
there is no attempt to penetrate the
nature of the genius. The book is unlea-
vened by examples of the subject’s
eccentricity and humor. Indeed,
Jefferson has accomplished the seem-
ingly impossible by writing a dull book
about Beecham. The fact that it is
handsomely produced and well illus-
trated cannot compensate for its cen-
tral deficiency. Beecham deserved a
better “tribute” than this,

To turn to Beecham’s own account of
the early formative years of his career,
A Mingled Chime, is to experience
much of what Jefferson has omitted.
Here s the acerbic wit, the drollery,
the choleric personality, joie de vivre
and sheer gusto of the man, along with
numerous musical insights. Although
it, also, fails to disclose the secret of
his mastery before an orchestra, at
least Beecham the man is present in
these pages and that is what makes the
book worth buying.

John Raymond reviews classical records
Jor The Gilobe and Muil.
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A powerful book, the result of a long apprenticeship in the theatre.

That rara avis, the novel that makes you say, now here's a real novelist

It's a rare pleasure in this business
when & novel arrives in the mail
without advance notice or ballyhoo
of any kind and turns out to be a
solid winner. It's even rarer when
it's a first novel by a Canadian,
published by one of those small
regional presses that can't hope to
compete with McClelland and
Stewart and the foreign branch-
plant publishers. But Crossings is
that rara avis, the Kind of novel
that makes you say, after the first
few pages, now here's a real writ-
€er.

The author of Crossings, Betty
Lambert, is a Vancouver play-
wright (bom in Calgary in 1933)
probably best known in Eastern
Canada for her play Sgrieux-de-
Diey, which received admiring
reviews when it was performed at
Lennoxville, Quebec, a couple of
summers ago and is now being
produced off-Broadway. She has
won awards for her short stories
and has written 75 plays for radio,
television and stage. All that was
obviously an apprenticeship for
this novel, but it was clearly a
worthwhile one; Lambert has a
sophisticated command of tech-
nique far beyond that of the aver-
age first novelist, and a sure grasp
of characterization.

Pulp Press is a small Vancouver
publisher that used to be identified
with the hippie scene. I1s main
effort now is a fortnightly jour-
nal of poetry and anti-zstablish-
ment commentary called 3¢ Pulp. {
don’t know how Lambert and the
Pulp editors found each other, but
it was a fertunate coupling, even
though Pulp doesn’t have the re-
sources to promote the novel the
way it deserves. The editors had
the good sense to publish it in a
quality paperback format at an
accessible price; more of the big-
ger publishers should do the same,
in these days of $12 to §15 novels.

In Crossings, Lambert tears a
woman's psyche inside out and
examines it with searing honesty.
It’s the kind of novel that feminists
will applaud because the central
male character, Mik O'Brien, is an

TV strategy in 1%8. CBS

CROSSINGS
BY BETTY LAMBERT
Pulp Press, 284 pages, $5.95

ease and likes to listen to the Bran-
tenburg concerti when she does
the ironing. Yel as we meet her,

almost grotesque model of the
male chauvinist, who glories in the
power of the penis and uses it to
dominate, reward and punish his
woman. Yet there's a certain
symupathy for him in Lambert's
portrayal, and male chauvinists
who read the novel will see the
woman character, Vicky Ferris, as
a dumb broad who nzeds to be
knocked around from time to time
to keep her in her place, and who
gets what she deserves. For her,
the idea of equal partnership
doesn't work; she needs to be
dominated, although she is suspi-
cious of her motives. But rarely
has the complex subject of male-
female relationships been dissect-
ed with such skill and subtlety.

The novel is visceral, yet filled
with haunting imagery and sym-
bolism (which the narrator, herself
writing the novel, sometimes
mocks); jellyfish in a lagoon, for
example, float like blobs of semen
slowly disintegrating. A bulldozer
gouging the earth in a forest is a
metaphor for Vicky of sex with
Mik. The title refers to a bridge in
Vancouver that Mik crosses to
reach Vicky's place, but it is also a
symbol of his crossing from one
Kind of life to another. The novel's
form is somewhat circular; in fact
it's apt that the narrator, Vicky, is
asked apropos of one of her plays if
she has been influenced by Bach,
because the play has a fugue-like
contrapuntal structure. So does the
novel. Yet unlike Bach, it has a
rivetting emotional intensity, the
kind found in Elizabeth Smart's By
Grand Central Station 1 Sat Down
And Wept, but without the poetic
histrionics. .

Vicky Ferris is an intellectual
womnan, but her experience is a
denial of reason over passion. She

- grew up in Vancouver, has sold
plays to the CBC, is a teaching
assistant at the university who can
discuss Wittgenstein and Kant with

nalists. James Reston of the

serivus work; journalism,

she is prepared to humiliate her-
self, give up her dignity, even risk
physical danger, to follow Mik
O'Brien to a remote logging camp
on Vancouver Island. Mik is virile,
domineering,  ungramnmatical,
the kind of man who has a tattoo on 1
his chest that says Coffee over ong ;
nipple and Cream over the other
(and the viewer is supposed to ask
where's the sugar?). Mik spent
time in prison for armed robbery, v
and hangs around the taverns in
sleazy hotels with his wartime
buddies. But Vicky, her life in
emotional tatters after a nine-year
marriage 10 an artist — whom she
came to hate because he was too
considerate — convinces herself
she loves Mik, and is prepared to
risk everything to be with him.
How she got to this state is the
substance of the novel,

Because Vicky tells the story in-
the form of a novel she is wriling
some years after the event, she is
tempted to take liberties. At times
she tries to deceive herself, and us,
by skirting the truth, or telling not
what happened, but what should
have happened. She uses selective
memory and imagination, but
aiways forces herself to return to
the truth, painful as it is. “I've
built myself a trap with this book,”
she says at one point. ““1 thought it
was going to e simple.”

Gradually she fills in her life
history for us — a repressive moth.
er who loaded her with guilt, a too-
early marriage, confusion over the
new freedoms of the sixties, abor-
tion, lovers, analysis and so on.
The details are perhaps overly
melodramatic, but it’s a tribute to
Lambert's writing skill that she,
makes* the plot cliches credible,
And the psychological underpin- -
nings that explain Vicky's motiva-
tion and subconscious aims are
valid.

Crossings, then, is 2 powerful
novel of a2 woman discovering her-
self. And we discaver a powerfully
Lalented writer.
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The Powers That Be-

H:’hluminuus. But Halberstam has become David Halberstam: institution. And the result suffers

THE POWERS THAT BE

. &Y DAVID HALBERSTAM
- Random House
771 pages, $19.50

REVIEWED -
BY MORRIS WOLFE

David Halberstam's volumi-
mous study of how the Amer-
scan media have grown in
imfluence over the past half
century fucuses on  two
pewspapers, the Los An-
geles Times and the Wash-

. imgton  Post, one network

(CBS), and one magazi

{Timg). ,
Unforiunately, it is seri-
ously flawed. It frequently
reads as if it were written by
a -slightly out-of-control
baman computer. Halber-
stam’s facts and sentences
out in-an endless jum-
. Otis Chandler of the Los
Angeles Times, he tells us,
“was, by the standards of
Pasadena, unusually liberal,
he had gone to prep school at
Andover, where he had been
easternized, his yeirs as a
star athlete had moved him
imto a world at least partial-
ty black, in the Air Force
one of his closest friends had
been Mal Whitfield, the
great black runner.” And
that's not the whole sen-

and of The Best and the
Brightest, has become Da-
vid Halberstam: institution,
and like others who take
themselves too seriously, his
prose suffers as a result,

He is too kind to those he
admires — reporter Thec-
dore H. White, for example
— and too hard on those,
such as Lyndon Johnson,
whom he dislikes. (White is
an example of a journalist
whose  writing  declined
sharply after he became an
institution with his first The
Making of a President
book.) Halberstam doesn't
really question White's deci-
sion to continue coverin
minah in the forties, zLF
though his copy was regular-
ly being rewritten and falsi-
fied by Time. At one point,
questions not asked and
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answers not given were
actually added by Henry
Luce to a White interview
with Chiang Kaishek to
make Chiang look good,
Luce is criticized; White's
acceptance of this intolera-
ble situation isn’L.

Like the media he's de-
scribing, Halberstam be-
comes s0 immersed in de.
tails he seems incapable of
analysis, of putting things
into perspective. He doesn™t
deal with the central ques-
tion: why is it that the more-
im-MEDIA-te things have
become, the more confused
we've become?

Infuriating as the book is,
it's difficull to put down.
One suffers the flaws be-
cause the book is filled with
intriguing facts and anec-
dotes:  Roosevelt telling

C "fr?m' | |
SANDPIPER PRESS

VARIOUS TITLES:
Selected Poems 1970-1978 by
Clifton Whiten. Follows Putting
the Birthdate inte Porspechive,
Clorke-lrwin, 194%, 96 pp. pb
54.95, Avoiloble in Toronto
bookstores  or  dircet,  with
chegque or money order from:
Sandpipor Prosws, PO, Box 277,

Orson Welles they were the
two best actors of their
time. LF. Stone saying of
the Washington Post of an
earlier period that it was an
exciting paper to read be-
cause one never knew on
what page ope would find a

age-one  story, John F.
I[:-::enned}r siudying the power
structure of Time magazine
as earlier politicians might
study the interconnections of
ward heelers. Richard Ni-
xon hiring Frank Shakes-
peare to help him work out a

president  William  Paley
admitting there's no way an
Edward R. Murrow could

pet a prime-time show to-

day: “The minute is worlh
too much now,"” he says.

Of particular interest are
Halberstam’s comments on
the strengths and weakness-
5 of some of his fellow jour-

New York Times was a ge-
nius at working a town, at
taking a tiny bit of informa-
tion and making it grow —
by calling sources and pre-
tending he knew more than
he did. Academe wasn't for
Ben Bradlee of the Washing-
ton Post: “He lacked the
patience for slow, dogged,

with its adoration of the new
at the expense of the old,
was exactly right." Otis
Chandler of the Los Angeles
Times seems out of place in
newspapers — he lacks “'the
restlessness to be the first to
know and the first to tell
that makes reporters such
preat professional gossips.”

would have been far better
had it been shorter and:
more analytical. Still, it is°
compulsive reading because

Halberstam is such a great

gossip himself.

Morris Wolfe teaches at the

Ontario College of Art and is

editor of the annual fiterary

anthology, Aurora.

lence.
Halberstam  is  rarely
content Lo say things once.
Ris wriling sometimes reads
like a parudy of students
who, not confident of what
they're saying, repeal the
same point three times 10
make up lor it, Henry Luce, |
he writes, “was impatient,
he had nut come this far by
wailing on oiher men — he
was a man {o lead, others
oculd catch up. He wanted to
go azhead and he did not
want to wait. If he w.;:lteﬂ.
haps some other publish-
E:Tmil:;lu beat him to his
adea,” The trouble is that
the Halberstam of Vietnam,
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Limited Edition Book

THE ART OF NORVAL MORRISSEAU
loather bound 1oxt
wilh live signed screen prints

THE FOLLOCK GALLERY
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Deneau & Greenkorg

COUNTRY BED AND BREAKFAST
PLACES .
55 in Canada by John' |
woTees 5 FOR THE FIRST TIME IN CANA-
_____ o s DA, a fresh, charming and wseflul cross-
Slxsio T country guide. With maps and sketch-
SO o es, traveders are invited to drive the

sample the warmth and friendship
piven by the hospitable people listed in
these pages.

Over 150 places listed with owner's
descriptions and visitor's comments,

Paperbach $5.95

@)@ penausooxs (3)(0)

NOSTALGIA ISNT WHAT IT USED TO BE

Simoene Signoret

NOW ON THE BESTSELLER LIST!

The provocative, passionate, intelligent and winy Simone
Signoret frankly revealy ber amazing life; bher roles in cele-
brated films: her marriage w singer-actor Yves Montand:
aer political activities: and her friendships with the Famous
people of Hollywood and New Yark.

*A wise and inelligent memoir, certainly not the usual star
autebiography . . . " — New York Times Book Review,

95
THICEVERY OTHER DAY EXERCISE BOOK 5
y Fern Lelio
Alirmed by the number ol people injuring themselves in
their pursuit of finess, this Canadian physiotherapist his
put topether an excellent handbook which con be used by
any member of the Gaomily with complete confidence  [n-
cluded are over 120 simple exercises for the body. a 1o-
miinule plan o get —- and keep — in shape, geting fitalter
a beart attack, pre-und post-natal esercises, und much
miwre! SL95
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i touk place in public and was shaped by
12 daily evposure in the press, Shuama
Alesander's trivmph is 1w reveal these
s . ipects of the cise i drmatic narr-
ﬂli : S lwfll' Wn:"ﬁ;b“m““d il'ull:ly Huum_!.
A7 e A public sl She presents a clear exponsi-
ALEXANDER tion ot the Symbisiese  Liberation
Army, and detailed portraiture of Judge Carter, F. Lee
Baibey. and Catherine and Randolph Hears,
“An amozing tons de force which will Tve in the annals of
el seporting” - Jessica Mitford.
B the tadioon of the nest jourmalem | .. Lawsers,
pctes, Lew mihers, as well as the gemenal pubjic wonld do
well b peaed Hoamd rellect wpan it Aol waly ol ihad, i s
sciating wendmg - Irslin S,

o Bsssennie, darimgs doeblends, challenges, disambe. It
e fis subtitfe, Fow Books ooswadine do’ Farumto
Celulwe & Mlail

fhardback ) S18.95
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Burns & MacEachern

The Most Tantulizing Book on Numerology Ever!

MARK GRUNER'S NUMBERS OF LIFE

by Mark Gruner and Christopher Brown

A fascinating subject written in a readable, ecasy style. Lets
you guickly compile numerological profiles to reveal per-
sonality and predict the future. Explore the mysteries of
this fascinating science!

cloth S1250  paper 495

Fitzhenry & Whiteside -&

MNow in s Tth Printing

HOW TO PROSPER DURING
THE COMIMG BAD YEARS
Hiward Ruff

jﬁ&ﬁﬁ,!;ﬂrﬁ‘

Pocketman B s haeT
A humenarous biography JEM{ETM :
By Don Bell [T ST
" .. .an impostant adcton to Cana- ; LU ’
dian Literature. It o't Alice Munro, T
mind you, . . " o,
— Fhe Globe and Mail %5
By the author of Saturday Nipht at the 23
Bapel Factory and Other Montreal 38
Stories. Winner of the Leacock Award ﬂ%\g
for Humor, 510.95 cloth o
Just Published by Dorset (416) Ratihst
Methuen Publications
;
Dear World
wn s DEAR WORLD
" Richard and Helen Exley

Will you be ready when the bad
years come! Hloward Rall' shows
how you can not only survive by
profit as weli. Vou vaoner ailord o
b without this man's advice, S11,95

Children from around the world were
ashed “How would you put the world
right?” This book is a fascinating col-
lection of their answers — passionate,
honest and (!l of the charm and inno-
cence of childhood.

The abduction and trial of Pany Heant

'S YOUR BODY

A Wommn's Guide to Gynaceology
Niels Lagersen ML1D.

Plere, at fast in paperback in this phonomenal book which
Nancy Friday deseribed as “a andy, friecndly kind of ency -
clupedia to reach tor nest time you are chached with lear
there s something new, wrong. and unknewn going un in
vour bady, bvery woman showld have a copy of this bouk
at her bedside.™

Gy, 530 pages, illustrated,

i
|%}| Hurtig Publishers

| mStjmqm
How fo invest
2 Your hligne“,t
- & Profit from,

510,95 paper.

HOW IO INVEST YOUR MONLY
AND PROFIT FROM INFLATION
ily Maorton Shuliun

Thie Bistest selling book in Camada?

Published ome month ago and already
at the tap of the bestselling lists,

& An indispensable guide for Targe and
R A small investers, N5

~ (niffin house

THE POUSH POPE
and North Amierica

by Stan Obodiag

bk Dl 10 e Do hesominied, aobes toen, Bos Bt ot oo
Mzt veers Sl beaned me golon il Bl

L TP AR TR FE TN, w50
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James Lorimer & Company

The Lile of & #rairie Rudical
by Amthony Mardiros i

al

M Macmillan

The Macoulln Company of Canada Limited
J0Bond Streel, oronto MEE 1X3

The 1deal Futher's Day Gift
A BLOODY WAR: ONE MAN'S
MEMORIES OF THE CANADIAN
NAVY 19391945
ke Mol Lawrence _
el This is a vivid personal account of live
] - years of danger, heroism, laughter, and
comradeship  that uniled a2 diverse
group of men in the Caribbean, the
Morth Atlntic and then with the Rus-
SN vonveys,

S14.95 cloth

In 1921 Willm Drvine was clecied as the federal represen-
itive tor Calgary East. During Ris seventeen yeirs s a
meniber of pacliament in aiemptad 1w replace the econom-
i pewer of the lange sastern cofnorations ad Vinancial
msLiltioms with the common imterests of bis cunstilthency
i Alberta, And with Lo ¥ Woodsworth, the only viher
Labour member i the house, by formed the Ginger Group
it sparked the forimation ol the U.CF.

THE pupzes, ey S9.95 puper, 2250 cloth
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