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Downtown Saigon, May 1962

?!

!

*What the hell!



In May 1962, a series of grenade 
attacks targeted places frequented 
by American advisors. There were 
about 2,000 of them at the time.

Shitty country! 
Fight for ‘em 

and you get your 
ass blown off 
when you’re on 

fuckin’ R ‘n R*!

Hey 
Mista’! 

Want buy 
Boob Boom 
  massage?

June 1962. We were at the movies, 
laughing at Fernandel’s antics 
in “Ali Baba et les 40 Voleurs,” 
when a grenade exploded in the 
moviehouse across from ours. 
Strangely, I have no memory of it.

Now  
what’s  

happening?!!

!?

The result: our trips to the movies 
were canceled. Mama was made 
for smoother seas …



Fortunately, Chu Ba snuck us off to low-class movie theaters – no air 
conditioning! – that Americans avoided like the plague.

Mireille, I bet 
Chu Ba is going to 
snore like the last 

time, during  
Samson and 

Dalida!* Hee hee!

Samson 
and  

Delilah,  
you 

mean! Ha 
ha!

* The French songstress Dalida was very popular in Saigon.
* Four seats in the balcony.



We took in a lot of sword-and-sandals films: “Ben-Hur” for 
the culture, “Hercules” and the Maciste movies for the muscles.

* Who wants to buy fried bananas?!



Why did we love those costume dramas in Saigon? The good citizens 
must have recognized similarities between Caesar’s  

Rome and Diêm’s Saigon.

We need to sweep 
 out those arrogant  

senators!

Let us install Cesar, 
our leader!

Like Caesar’s centurions irritated by the Republic, our young Turks in 
camouflage conspired against the “Diêmocracy.”*  
There were always rumors of a coup d’état.

They’re 
careerists, 
civilians!

Too fat and too 
soft! We should 

take over,  
I’m telling you!

* “Diêmocracy” was a phrase coined by Paris-Match.



One day Chu Ba came to our house, distress written all over his face.

Are you okay,  
Chu Ba? You look 

sad!

You sick, Chu Ba?

* Are you sick, Chu Ba?   *No, not sick, Madame, just very sad.

Chu Ba told us that his brother-in-law, a test pilot at the Nha Trang trai-
ning base, was killed when his plane crashed into the South China Sea.

Poor Chu Ba. 
He’s a fine 

man.

* His widow, a mother of three, has suffered more pain than she can stand!

That’s so sad!
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