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Almost all 
of our money has 

gone on rent...

You’ll have to 
sort all that out, 
Mirta. I’ve got lines 

of poor people 
standing in my 

office...…

 ...And I have 
to take Fidelito 

to the doctor. Plus, 
we still owe the 

grocer money.

Strangers, 
you help! But 
for your own 
child, there’s 
no money for 

a doctor!

Then ask 
your family! 
They’ve got 
excellent 

connections 
everywhere!

I can’t 
give you the life 

you and your family 
are used to. But 
the people need 

me.

That’s not 
true, Fidel.

Who needs 
you more? 

Fidelito and me... 
or them?

President Socarrás 
has fled! And taken 
with him 90 million 
dollars of public 

money...

A military coup! 
It’s just as Eddy warned! 
The constitution is being 

trampled on! We can’t 
let it happen!

In the early hours of 
10 March 1952, Fulgencio 

Batista took power in a coup 
d’état and subsequently can-

celled the elections.



You shouldn’t 
speak so publicly 
any more, Fidel.

I know, Raúl. 
Someone warned me 
that they want to 

arrest me.

Look 
what I was 

given.

Who’s 
that 
from?

A woman. 
It’s for a 
hideout.

Be careful who 
you trust, brother . 

It’s better if you 
disappear for 

a while.

Fear spread 
through the streets 

of Havana...…

...As the government’s 
torturers worked 

overtime.

Would you 
be my adviser on 

casino reforms? Who 
would be better 

than you?

Under Batista, the Mafia 
did as it wished.

At your 
service.

The 
boy’s got 
a golden 

voice!

Ain’t surprisin’. 
I’ve put a lot of 

money into it.
The Batista clan bled 
the country for all 
it had. Even the chan-
ge in parking meters 

ended up in their 
pockets.

Lucky 
Luciano

Sam 
Giancana

Cuba became a gambling 
den and bordello for 

rich Americans.

John Roselli

Michael 
Corleone

Meyer 
Lansky

Santos 
TraFFicante



If Batista 
takes power with 

violence, then it must 
be taken from him 

with violence!

“A life in chains 
is a life of ignominy 

and shame. To die for 
the homeland is to 

live! Down with 
Batista!”

We have to 
distribute 
it across 

the entire 
country.

Have you 
got enough 
coloured 

ink?

No, colour’s 
become too 
expensive.

“We need 
more money.” Batista’s 

coup has broken 
the progressive 

constitution 
of 1940.

I took the case 
to the Supreme Court. 
That’s why I’m a lawyer, 

right? But it was 
shot down!

We won’t make 
any progress 
through the 

system.

That’s 
true...

And how 
do you wish 

to proceed, Dr . 
Castro?

Well, 
my defeat in court 

is actually a victory. 
It forms the basis for a 
future revolutionary 

principle.

You’ll have 
to explain...

Words alone will 
achieve nothing against an 
illegitimate government 
supported by the upper 

classes. Waffle means 
nothing.

Please 
go on.

You’re on 
very thin ice, 
dr . Castro.
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As America moves toward normalizing relations 
with Cuba, this gripping, vivid graphic novel 
reveals the life and times of Fidel Castro, one of 
the 20th century’s most intriguing, charismatic, 
and divisive figures. The book is narrated by a 
German journalist named Karl Mertens, who is 
plunged into the searing heat of pre-revolution-
ary Cuba in the mid-1950s. He first meets with 
Castro while the latter is hiding in the mountains, 
then follows him through the dramatic revo-
lution and his ascent to the presidency that, 
despite the Bay of Pigs confrontation and years 
of international trade blockades, lasts for nearly 
50 years. We also witness Castro’s involvement 
in bloody skirmishes, failed missions, and brutal 
crackdowns, as well as his interactions with and 
on behalf of the Cuban people, which reveal 
as much about his fallible human qualities as 
they do his legend.
 Castro is the work of acclaimed German 
graphic novelist Reinhard Kleist, who visited 
Cuba in 2008; it was first published in English by 
Selfmade Hero for the British market, and is now 
being made available in North America for the 
first time. Bristling with energy and alive with the 
spirit of Cuba, Castro has much to offer about 
the complex politics of one of the most endur-
ing and controversial figures in modern history.

Reinhard Kleist is the author of 14 books, 
including two others available in English: The 
Boxer and Johnny Cash: I See a Darkness. His 
many awards include the BZ Cultural Award 
for outstanding cultural achievement from 
the City of Berlin. He is currently working on a 
graphic novel about musician Nick Cave. He 
lives in Berlin. reinhard-kleist.de
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